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AFTER
THE “FLOOD”

>> John Mann - Architect

Perhaps “FLOOD” is somewhat exaggerated. The “wet
event” occurred during the night, when | discerned the
distinct sounds of dripping water, which aroused my
curiosity and ominous thoughts. As | gently opened the
bedroom door not to wake up my wife YAEL, the sounds
| had heard became a cascade from above, showering my
head and torso with my shuffling feet planted in water.
Two water tanks in the roof burst “spilling their innards”
and we had a “rainstorm” on our hands - actually under
our feet - streaming down from our hung ceiling. Our
first “wet event” had much of the staff of our NORDIA
Retirement Home fully mobilized doing its best to save our
“wet souls” and appease our gloomy mood. | was already
looking ahead for the day when everything would return
to normal and | could to say “that was water under the
bridge”. However, the “wet event” that inundated a central
and large portion of our cottage turned out a blessing
in disguise. It set up a course of events that typifies
RESTORATION. As an Architect | was absorbed in the
challenges that lay ahead and saw a golden opportunity
to create something new, original and uniquely ours,
but blending subtly with the recognizable old. Doing a

“FACE LIFT” would be an apt analogy. A good portion of
the parquet floor had to be changed. The new style would
never match up with the old. I'm a proponent of the idea
that it's better to accentuate the mistake between two
materials so that the observer would think of the difference
as intentional rather than a visual eye-sore! Consequently
the new parquet had the same style but markedly different
in color and the two blended very well. The same principle
was adopted for the walls that suffered the most extensive
damage. Instead of simply repainting the walls in their
original color, | applied a very contrasting hue and painted
forms that blended with the generally asymmetric style
of the old so as to retain the geometric harmony. This in
turn gave rise to the idea of extending the verticality of the
hung ceiling by designing a suspended shelf from Perspex
whose transparency wouldn’t obstruct the character of
the existing old background. Transparency was definitely
the guiding principle in small areas where the visual
reward of space is a requirement. The restoration is now
complete and the “wet event” all “water under the bridge”.
The “FACE LIFT” was a resounding success because the
OLD wasn’t abused by the NEW.
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